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Fostering Tribal, State, and Federal Collaborations
Wednesday, June 9th, 2021

1:40pm-3:10pm ET

Session Facilitators 
Heather Valdez-Freeman, Deputy Director, Tribal Law & Policy Institute

Patti Vowel, System Improvement, New Mexico Children, Youth & Family Department
Kara McDonagh, Grants Management Specialist & Tribal Team Lead, OJJDP 

Keisha Kersey, Grants Management Specialist, OJJDP



Meet Our Panel

Heather Valdez-Freeman - Tribal Law & Policy Institute

Patti Vowel - New Mexico Children, Youth & Family Department

Kara McDonagh – Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency 
Prevention

Keisha Kersey - Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention 
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Learning Objectives

Participants will:

• Explore strategies and resources that promote and sustain relationships between 
Tribal Nations, Designated State Agencies, and State Advisory Groups (SAG). 

• Learn about Tribal Law and Policy Institute’s Tribal –State Collaboration Project 
and the Walking on Common Ground resource guide.

• Hear about practical strategies underway in New Mexico to build local and state-
level partnership with Tribal Governments.
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Tribal Law and Policy Resources

http://walkingoncommonground.org/files/TLPI%20Promising%20Strategies%20Tribal-State%20Court%20Relations_FINAL_Updated%208-15-13.pdf
http://walkingoncommonground.org/files/TLPI%20Promising%20Strategies%20280_FINAL_Updated%20%208-16-13.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwalkingoncommonground.org%2Ffiles%2FCrossing%2520the%2520Bridge%2520BJA%2520Approved%2520Final%2520cc%25202_19_19.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ccblakely%40air.org%7Cf7eb1e8497884ce7088008d91bbd0cff%7C9ea45dbc7b724abfa77cc770a0a8b962%7C0%7C0%7C637571321835220431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Dlv99CwsP2j7GcQKVRFbpyhjAkY7jVHNIKvF8hvMMZ0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwalkingoncommonground.org%2Ffiles%2FTribal_StateCourt%2520Forums%2520Brief%25202021%2520FINAL2.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ccblakely%40air.org%7Cf7eb1e8497884ce7088008d91bbd0cff%7C9ea45dbc7b724abfa77cc770a0a8b962%7C0%7C0%7C637571321835230387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KEQGSQM%2BXIyiBELFDHe4zbGD2mudg09EZ%2F3O8kXyCV0%3D&reserved=0
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SAMSA’s Guide to Building Cultural 
Awareness

• Myth & Facts
• Tribal Sovereignty
• Regional & Cultural Differences
• Cultural Customs
• Spirituality
• Communication Styles
• Historical Distrust
• Cultural Identity
• Role of Veterans & Elders
• Strengths in AI/AN Communities
• Health & Wellness Challenges
• Self-Awareness & Etiquette

https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma08-4354.pdf


New Mexico Strategies

• Communication & Information-Sharing Strategies
• Collaboration on Youth in Contact with JJ System
• Listening Sessions
• HB149
• Lessons Learned
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Questions for Our Panelists

• Given the work you’ve shared, what do you see as essential values that 
underpin the Tribal-State relationship? 

• Could you provide a few suggestions for folks trying to navigate Tribal 
governance policies and practices?

• Tell us a bit about some of the biggest challenges encountered and how you 
overcame them?

• What’s one piece of advice you want audience members to remember? 
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TTA Partnership

Tribal Youth Resource Center (TYRC)

TYRC is supported by Grant #2018-MU-MU-K001 
awarded by the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention, Office of Justice Programs, 
U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, and 
conclusions or recommendations expressed in this 
publication/program/exhibition are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
Department of Justice. 

Center for Coordinated Assistance to States (CCAS)

This document was prepared under Cooperative 
Agreement Number 2019-MU-MU-K039 from the 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 
Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. 
The opinions, findings, conclusions, or 
recommendations expressed in this document are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily represent 
the official position or policies of the U.S. Department 
of Justice.

This session was offered through a partnership supported by the 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention through two 

Training and Technical Assistance Centers.



Thank you
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Patti Vowell
New Mexico State Systems Improvement 
New Mexico Children, Youth & Families 
Department
(505) 231-3489 | patti.vowell@state.nm.us

Heather Valdez Freedman, Deputy Director 
Tribal Law and Policy Institute
(323) 650-5467 | Heather@tlpi.org 

Kara McDonagh
Grants Management Specialist 
OJJDP– Intervention Division
(202) 305-1456 | Kara.McDonagh@usdoj.gov

Kersey, Keisha 
Grants Management Specialist
OJJDP– State Relations and Assistance Division 
(202) 532-0124 | Keisha.Kersey@usdoj.gov

mailto:Kara.McDonagh@usdoj.gov
mailto:Keisha.Kersey@usdoj.gov


Request Assistance
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To Request TTA: https://tta360.ojjdp.ojp.gov/

For more information, contact…

Tribal Youth Resource Center (TYRC) - https://www.tribalyouthprogram.org/

Center for Coordinated Assistance to States (CCAS) - https://ccastates.org/

https://tta360.ojjdp.ojp.gov/
https://www.tribalyouthprogram.org/
https://ccastates.org/
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